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ANNCR: 

ONE OF SOUTH AFRICA'S LEADING BLACK ACTORS AND PLAYWRIGHTS 
1S IN KENYA TO PLAY A ROLE IN A MOTION PICTURE BEING FILMED 
THERE. VOA'S BOB CHANCELLOR WAS PRESENT AS THE ACTOR TALKED 
TO NEWSMEN ABOUT DRAMA, AND HOW THE ARTIST CAN HELP BRING 
ABOUT CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY. HERE IS HIS REPORT: 
VOICE: 

WINSTON NTSHONA HAS BECOME ONE OF THE BEST KNOWN ACTOR 
IN SOUTH AFRICA AND INTERNATIONALLY, ALTHOUGH RACIAL 
RESTRICTIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA PROHIBIT MANY PEOPLE FROM SEEING 
HIM WORK, HE AND FELLOW PLAYWRIGHT ACTOR JOHN KANI WERE 
JOINTLY AWARDED BROADWAY'S COVETED TONY AWARD AS THE BEST 
ACTORS OF THE NINETEEN SEVENTY-FOUR SEVENTY-FIVE SEASON FOR 
THEIR PLAYS "SIZWE BANZI IS DEAD" AND "THE ISLAND", 

WITH THAT SORT OF SUCCESS, WINSTON NTSHONA IS NOW DOING 
HIS SECOND FEATURE ROLE IN A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE. THAT GIVES 
HIM THE RARE OPPORTUNITY DENIED MOST BLACK SOUTH AFRICANS 
OF ESCAPING FROM THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEID, BUT HE HAS NO 
INTENTION OF MAKING THAT ESCAPE. 

TAPE: CUT ONE ~~ NTSHONA 

“AFRICA IS MY HOME. THAT'S WHERE EVERYTHING IS FOR ME. 
THAT'S WHERE MY FAMILY IS, AFRICA, FOR ME, IS IN A STATE 
THAT IS LIKE THE BACKYARD OF MY HOME <- IT NEEDS SOME WEEDING, 
AND THE MAN TO DO IT IS MYSELF. I DON'T THINK IT'S WISE 
TO LEAVE MY FILTHY YARD FOR SOMEONE ELSE. YOU KNOW, ONE HAS 
A RESPONSIBILITY AS AN ARTIST. YOU MUST REMEMBER ONE THING ~~ 
THERE ARE PRINCIPLES THAT GOVERN COMMITTED ARTISTS... THINGS 
YOU WANT TO DO .....AND THERE ARE CERTAIN BELIEFS, AS YOU 
KNOW. I BELIEVE THAT AN ARTIST IS NOTHING ELSE BUT A PROPHET. 


ON THAT SCORE, YOU KNOW, I MUST CONTINUE WITH THE PROPHESY IN 
MY COUNTRY UNTIL THINGS CHANGE." 
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VOICE: 


THE CHANGE THAT WINSTON NTSHONA WOULD LIKE TO SEE IS NOT 
YET OCCURING. IN HIS WORDS: “ALTHOUGH YOU HEAR A LOT OF THINGS 
ABOUT CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICA NOTHING TANGIBLE HAS HAPPENED YET. 
MY COUNTRY HAS TO RESPECT BLACKS AS HUMAN BEINGS WHICH IS NOT 
HAPPENING." 

THE ACTOR TALKED ABOUT BEING UNDER INCREASED SURVEILLANCE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF HIS PLAYS == STRONG 
MILITANT STATEMENTS AS8OUT LIFE AND SITUATIONS WHICH EXIST 
IN THE COUNTRY, SURVEILLANCE IS LIKE A SECOND NATURE IN 
SOUTH AFRICA, HE SAYS, “YOU HAVE TO LEARN TO LIVE WITH IT 
AND FIND MEANS ANO WAYS OF EXPRESSING YOURSELF." 
TAPE: CUT TWO -- NTSHONA 

"WE ARE A VERY NEEDED GROUP INTERWINED WITH ONE ANOTHER. 
WE HAVE COME TO UNDERSTAND THAT LEADING A LIFE IN AFRICA IS 
LIKE PLAYING A GAME. AND, IF YOU HAVE TO TAKE PART, YOU'VE 
GOT TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE REGULATIONS FOR THE BASIS 
OF SURVIVAL, AND WE HAVE COME TO REALIZE, ALSO, THAT IN A 
VERY STRANGE AND IRONICAL WAY, THE MORE SUPPRESSIVE AND 
OPPRESSIVE REGULATIONS THE MORE CREATIVE AN ARTIST BECOMES. 
THE QUESTION COMES DOWN TO THE NECESSITY TO SAY SOMETHING =~ 
TO BREAK WHAT IS CALLED THE ‘CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE’ IN OUR 
COUNTRY. YOU BECOME MORE CREATIVE THE MORE RESTRICTED YOU 
ARE." 
VOICE: 

BLACK THEATER IS BIG IN SOUTH AFRICA, WINSTON NTSHONA SAYS 
IN HIS TOWNSHIP OF NEW BRYTON NEAR PORT ELIZABETH, MUCH WRITING 
IS TAKING PLACE, MANY PLAYS ARE BEING STAGED, AND THAT THIS 
FORM OF EXPRESSION HAS BEEN GROWING SINCE NINETEEN SEVENTY-ONE. 
HE WAS ASKED WHETHER DRAMA HAS BECOME POPULAR BECAUSE IT'S A 
WAY OF MAKING A POLITICAL STATEMENT THAT PERHAPS COULD NOT BE 


MADE IN ANY OTHER WAY. 
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TAPE: CUT THREE -- NTSHONA 


“POLICE SURVEILLANCE IN A COUNTRY LIKE MINE IS SECOND 
NATURE. AND TO SURVIVE IN THAT SITUATION AS AN ARTIST YOU 
HAVE GOT TO FIND THE MEANS AND WAYS OF EXPRESSING YOURSELF. 
THERE ARE WAYS YOU CAN 00 IT, UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU ARE FACED 
WITH AND TO REALIZE THAT YOU ARE OPERATING WITHIN A FOLD THAT 
1S CALLED ART. AND YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT ART HAS TO ENTERTAIN 
AND INFORM, BUT, AS MUCH AS WE HATE WHAT IS HAPPENING, WE 
DON'T OPERATE ON THE SASIS OF HATE. TO DO THAT WOULD BE NEGATIVE. 
TO TRY TO CHANGE SOMETHING THAT IS WRONG ON THE BASIS OF HATE 
IS A VERY DEFEATING KIND OF ARGUMENT. SO WE TRY TO CHANGE 
THINGS THROUGH LOVE." 


VOICE: 

WINSTON NTSHONA, PLAYWRIGHT, ACTOR AND ACTIVIST WHO STRUGGLE 
AGAINST THE SYSTEM IMPOSED ON BLACKS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND 
WHO IRONICALLY WILL PLAY AND PART OF AN OFFICIOUS BLACK POLICE 
COMMISSIONER IN A FILM CALLED "A SHANTEE", A STORY ABOUT 
SLAVE-TRADING IN MODERN TIME. 
JS/PY 


